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Back to Basics of Being a Born-Again Christian: The Holy Spirit and You
Senior Pastor Chris Kam
Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:15-21)
Introduction
Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:17)
When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. (Acts 19:6)
It is a consistent pattern in the Scripture that the laying of hands is involved in the imparting of the Holy Spirit or the imparting of spiritual gifts. There are only two exceptions, one is during Pentacost when no one has received the Holy Spirit yet, and the other one is found in Acts 10 when Cornelius’ family came to Christ, the Jews could not touch gentile then.

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline (1 Timothy 1:6-7)

This is recounted 30 years after the Cross. Laying of hands is elementary. This is a scriptural pattern. It is an initiation, an anointing, an impartation or a transfer.

Christ means the Anointed One. When we lay hands with oil, the oil represents the Holy Spirit. We are not only the follower of the Anointed One, but we are also the anointed followers of the Anointed One. This is not limited to the leaders. Every believer is an anointed follower of the Anointed One.

There is a difference between the indwelling and infilling. When we believe in Jesus and we repent from our sins, we are like a glass with the content removed. We become an empty glass. We are filled with the Holy Spirit. This is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit Every believer has the Holy Spirit in him or her. Anyone who is in Christ has died, he is a new person with Christ living in Him. But something else need to take place. The scripture says “be filled”, which is in the present continuous tense. When we talk about being continually filled with the Holy Spirit, it is the infilling of the Holy Spirit. It will overflow. And there is a clear evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. One of the very clear sign is the tongue. The infilling is not a one-time event but rather a daily event.
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The Big Idea:

Being filled with the Holy Spirit is not about having more of Him but whether He can have more of us.
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The Holy Spirit is a Person

In Greek, the Holy Spirit is parakletos. Para means alongside while kletos means to invite to come and walk. Parakletos means to come alongside us and to walk beside us. The Holy Spirit is not only given to us when we receive Jesus, but God wants us to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit so we can live a victorious life.

Be very careful, then, how you live-- not as unwise but as wise, 16making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Galatians 5:15-21)
Paul commanded all to be filled with the Holy Spirit probably because many during his days were not filled with the Holy Spirit. Repentance is a lifelong process. The Holy Spirit does not force Himself on anyone. The basis of love is always choice. God wants us to choose to love Him.

The Holy Spirit is a person, He is the comforter. He does not rule like the Father or the Son.
· He can be grieved.
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. (Ephesians 4:30)

· He can be quenched.
Do not quench the Spirit. (1 Thessalonians 5:19)

· He can be resisted.

You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! (Acts 7:51)

· He never violates a human will nor forces His power or gifts on anyone.

· He even entrusts the control of His gifts to their recipients.

If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God. (1 Cor 14:28)
The Holy Spirit can only be given to those who wants to receive it.
2 Evidences of being Filled with the Holy Spirit

2.1 Inward Evidence

speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music

from your heart to the Lord (Ephesians 5:19)
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If we are continually filled with the Holy Spirit, we sing to express of our joy. That’s why Christians love singing. In Revelation, we read about singing all the time. When God delivered the Israelites from Egypt, Moses sang and Miriam danced. After Jesus and his disciples had the last support, Jesus led a hymn. Paul and Silas, when they were thrown into a jail in Philippi, sang hymns. They broke out of prison.

We sing among ourselves. It is never for entertainment. The centre of worship is not us, the band but Christ, our audience of one. We keep singing because of the joy in our hearts. We sing psalms, hymns (human composition of praise to God) and songs from the Spirit.
2.2 Upward Evidence

always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:20)

Being filled with the Holy Spirit makes us thankful persons. We should count our blessings. We should be thankful for everything all the time.
In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (1 Thessalonians 5:18, KJV)

We are becoming more and more Christ-like when we are thankful because Jesus was always thankful to the Father.
2.3 Outward Evidence

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:21)
When we are able to submit to one another, we are exercising two of our core habits – honour and humility. If we read on from v21, we read about the husband and wife submitting to one another, the parents and children relationship, master and slave relationship. If we have the infilling of the Holy Spirit, there is a submission in the many different relationship in our life.

We need the Holy Spirit. We cannot live our own life with our own strength.
3 How to Receive or be Filled with the Holy Spirit?
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Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. (Mark 11:24)

· Ask. Submit to the Holy Spirit. If we do not ask, we will never receive. 
· Believe.

· Receive. 
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Sermon summary and prayer points contributed by Loong.
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SERMON: The Holy Spirit and You
Pray:
· Those who have yet to be baptized by the Holy Spirit will have the desire and ask for it and receive it.
· Those who have been baptized by the Holy Spirit will seek to be filled every day.

· We will learn to count our blessings and be thankful to God all the time.

· We will sing out of joy whenever we gather or during our quiet time.

· We will learn to submit to the Holy Spirit and one another.

· We will not grieve nor quench nor resist the Holy Spirit but rather be sensitive to His leading and be obedient.

· We will not depend on our own strength and we will always depend on the Holy Spirit.

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 5:17-18)
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS:  Volunteers
We are to Love God, Serve People and Make Disciples into Christ-likeness. There are many opportunities to serve in DUMC.
Pray:
· Many more will be encouraged to volunteer to serve in the various ministries.
· Volunteers will learn to serve in humility with the power of the Holy Spirit.
· Leaders of ministries will lead, coach, mentor in love with the goal of not just running the ministry but also building up new leaders.

· Volunteers will not be discouraged when faced with challenges but instead press on.
· The many people being blessed will served to encourage the volunteers.

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. (Hebrews 6:10)
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MALAYSIA MY NATION: Malaysia towards a Developed Nation
Pray:
· The next government will focus on key development areas of the nation, including finance, education, infrastructure, and other things.
· Corruption will not be tolerated and it will be eradicated from its roots.
· Meritocracy will take place in the public and private sector.
· There is fair distribution of resources. All people groups regardless of ethnic groups, religions, social status will get a fair share of the resources.
· Crime rate will reduce through co-operation of the government, the authority, the non-government organizations and the public.
He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise

and knowledge to the discerning. (Daniel 2:21)
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 A TRANSFORMED WORLD:  Landslides in Columbia
Heavy rain caused flooding and mudslides in the Columbian capital city of Mocoa, killing more than 250, injuring 400, with 200 missing and sending many scrambling to evacuate. Parts of the southwestern Putumayo province are immobilized by several feet of muds.
Pray: 
· Victims will get the medical aid, supplies and help they need.

· Roads be cleared for relief work to be carried out efficiently.
· Family members of those who lost their lives will be comforted.

· Those injured shall recover soon.

· Victims will be able to get back on their feet again very soon.

· The church will be the salt and light in this difficult time and bring many closer to God.
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. (Ps 46:1-3)[image: image9.jpg]
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