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Looking Back to Look Forward: God’s People to Model a Transformed Society

Founding Senior Pastor, Dato’ Dr Daniel Ho

"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your God has commanded you. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of your animals, nor the alien within your gates, so that your manservant and maidservant may rest, as you do. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the Lord your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the Lord your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day. Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife. You shall not set your desire on your neighbor's house or land, his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." (Deuteronomy 5:6-21)

Introduction

The meaning of “Deuteronomy” is the repetition of the Law. As the people prepared to enter the Promised Land, God used Moses to repeat the whole Law to the people, reminding them what it is all about. The passage on the 10 Commandments in Deuteronomy 5 was a repetition of Exodus 20. The people of God needed to be reminded because people tend to forget easily.

[image: image6.jpg]



The 10 Commandments is always consistent. It is not just a set of “dos and don’ts” rules. It is instead, God’s paradigm / blueprint / framework of a transformed community. 

There are 3 essential aspects to model a transformed society:

1 Laying a Strong Foundation
1.1 A foundation with depth

If a building is put up with poor foundation, it is only a matter of time, when it would fall apart.

1.2 Centred on God
It is critical for all of us in our hearts and in our lives. Be careful not to centre around on activities only. It is not the activities or programs that sustain us but it is God that sustains us. 
· Represented by Commandments 1 to 3 

· You shall have no other gods before me (Deuteronomy 5:7) 

- “gods” can include your career or children.

· You shall have no graven images (Deuteronomy 5:8)

- “graven images” can include anything that you make in your heart and hands.

· You shall not misuse the name of the Lord (in vain) (Deuteronomy 5:11)

- “misusing of God’s name” includes curses and swear words.

The first three commandments put the focus on God. Things that focus on God have the right foundation. Anything outside of that is the wrong foundation. Once you get it right, everything will fall into place.

· Him we seek, obey, worship and live for, beyond anything else.

We can learn from King David, who asked:

“One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.” (Psalms 27:4)

Many things can rattle and trouble us but in the midst of our challenges and problems, our attention must be on God for He is faithful and is the same today and forever. When we shift our focus away from God, our problems will surmount and become larger than we realized. 
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Guided by His Word.

God said to Joshua as he was about to lead the people into the Promised Land:

“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” (Joshua 1:8)
When you walk right with God, you will do well, you will begin to see the favour and greatness of God upon your life. We should be able to walk tall in the world, and be a wonderful witness and testament to the people of the world around us because our God will be there for us, with us, in us and around us.

· Sometimes, in the busy-ness of our lives, we are like Martha. At the time when Jesus visited, Martha spent all her energy and time making preparations and cooking meals. When Martha complained to Jesus that her sister, Mary had not helped her at all, Jesus replied, “but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." (Luke 10:42)
We need is to listen to the Word of God which will feed us and ground us strong. We must live our lives on two things - our focus on God and the Word of God. We should remind one another on the importance to build our lives which is focused on God and His Word so that we will have clarity and learn to see things in the right perspective. 
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Building a Right Framework

2.1 Framework with a certain design
Structure to hold everything together.

2.2 Framework of values
Important as they are part and parcel of the culture of a company, organization or a church, or our lives. Examples of values are authenticity (inside-out so that there will be no need to hide, lose, proof nor fear), integrity, transparency, and humility (as humility makes us teachable. We are all sinners and need God’s grace.)
Represented by Commandments 4 to 10:

2.2.1 Rest 
“Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your God has commanded you.” (Deuteronomy 5:12)

· We have to care of our body so that in our restedness, we can honour, love and serve God.

· Why is it sometimes we cannot sleep, are fidgety and uptight? It could be because we have not known what is restedness nor learn to find rest in God, not taken a day off. God design us into our human system that we need to rest.
· God sets this as a value for us to cultivate.

2.2.2 Honour

“Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” (Deuteronomy 5:16)

· We should honour one another, especially to our parents

· It should be a mutual thing, to honour both older or younger than us. 

· By honouring others, we will give way and not push our way through.

2.2.3 Respect

· Life: “You shall not murder.” (Deuteronomy 5:17)
Life is too precious to be taken advantage of.

Every human being is made in the image of God regardless of ethnic, race or cultural background and therefore it is every person’s fundamental right to be valued and respected.

· Relationships: "You shall not commit adultery.” (Deuteronomy 5:18)

The most intimate relationship is the marriage between a man and a woman. 

A marriage vow made during a union is meant for life.

Unfortunately, in today’s confusion of the world, there is the same sex union. It is wrong as it does not respect the biblical perspective of what “marriage” is.

· Things: "You shall not steal.” (Deuteronomy 5:20)

It is not just about taking something illegally from someone else.

It is about respecting other people’s property.
· Our neighbour: “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor” (Deuteronomy 5:20)

Don’t tell lies! Tell the truth all the time.

· Other people’s possessions,

"You shall not covet your neighbor's wife. You shall not set your desire on your neighbor's house or land, his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." (Deuteronomy 5:21)

We should guard our hearts as the root of covetousness is greed. In this world, “nothing is ever enough” and “more is more”. Some things will then suffer. When we have no contentment, we end up striving against others. The heart of the problem is the problem of the heart and we must learn to say “enough is enough”.

3 Fulfilling a bright future
3.1 Celebrating a glorious destiny

Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. (Joshua 1:7-8)

· “successful” appears twice in this passage to emphasize on the need to obey the Law.
3.2 A community of transformed people

“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

We should reflect the glory, grace, mercy, love, majesty and beauty of God wherever we are.

3.3 A catalyst for change - for good, for God and His glory.

He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." (Matthew 13:33)

· The world’s idea to change the world is top-down. The Christian paradigm differs in this case, like yeast, we should work our way through to influence and impact the community around us.

· Never underestimate small beginnings. 

· Don’t curse the darkness; introduce the light.

3.4 A cause to live for

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20a)

Jesus’ last commission is our first commandment

· To point people to God - through the way we live our lives and the way we speak

· To reconcile people with God - to have a right relationship with God

· To model a people for God - to be exemplary

Conclusion

The world is looking for hope and answers, again and again. The answer is in the gospel and not anywhere else. We hold the key and power to change the world. Therefore, we must model this to the world so that the world will take note and know where to go to for hope, help and a future.

Let us be the hope that touches the world, the salt and the light that engage the world; to bridge the gap to offer the hope when we reflect the glory of God in a transformed society.
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SERMON: God’s People to Model a Transformed Society

Pray
· As Christians, we will understand the important role we play in our society.

· We will faithfully serve the One God and not have idols in our lives.

· We will play our role in modelling a transformed society.

· We will help inculcate the right values in our sphere of influence.

· Against the tide, we will contribute towards laying a strong and deep foundation, centred on God and guided by His Word.

· We will be willing to do our part in helping to shape a better future.

If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction. I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life. (Psalm 119:92, 93)
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MINISTRIES & EVENTS:  Street Ministry
The Street Ministry operates in 2 locations, PJOTF (Petaling Jaya Old Town Fellowship) in Old Town, Petaling Jaya and KLUF (Kuala Lumpur Urban Fellowship) in Kuala Lumpur. They minister to the down and out.
Pray:
· The ministry will effectively reach out to those homeless, hungry, and needy to meet their spiritual and physical needs.

· Unity in the leadership.

· Love, wisdom, patience with those involved in the ministry as they serve the community.

· Protection during ministry.

· The ministry will be able to help those on the streets to get back on their feet again.

· More volunteers will help with the worship, interpretation and other areas.

if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. (Isaiah 58:10, ESV)
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 MALAYSIA MY NATION: Orang Asal                                          
Pray:
· The interest of the orang asal in both the West Malaysia and East Malaysia will not be neglected.

· They will receive proper education so they get an opportunity to have a better life.

· They will have access to the basic needs and amenities, including power supply, water supply, medical facilities and other things.

· They will get a fair share of the economic pie.

· They will have a chance to hear and respond to the Gospel. 

Show proper respect to everyone (1 Peter 2:17a)

· A TRANSFORMED WORLD: Racism
The clash in Charlottesville, Virginia, US left one dead and many shaken. Described as one of the largest white supremacist events in recent US history, the ramification of this event will rock the foundation of the nation for time to come.
Pray: 

· The nation will unite against any form of racism and act of violence.

· No opportunity will be given to the rise of race based rhetoric.

· The administration, the federal agencies and local enforcements will serve the people and nation without fear and favour.

· Firm and swift actions will be taken against perpetrators to curb further acts of domestic terrorism.

· The extremist groups will repent from their bigotry and prejudice. They will learn to treat everyone with respect and dignity.

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility. (Ephesians 2:14)
[image: image5.jpg]






Page 4 of 6

_1564761616.wmf

_1564761617.wmf

