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©on being a good person.

Gospel: My identity is not

built on my record or my
performance but on Christ's.

- Timothy Keller




Studies in the Book of Ephesians: Solus Christus (Christ Alone) - Our Identity in Christ

Senior Pastor, Chris Kam

"For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way." (Ephesians 1:15-23) 

Introduction

The Five Pillars of the Reformation, formed during the 16th Century, consist of:

· Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone
· Solus Christus - Christ Alone

· Soli Deo Gloria - His Sovereign Reign Alone 
· Sola Gratia - Grace Alone
· Sola Fide - Faith Alone
In the study on the Book of Ephesians, our focus will be on Solus Christus (Christ Alone).

In this book, the phrase “In Christ” or “In Him” was mentioned 35 times - giving greater emphasis on what God is trying to tell us about Christ. Over the next few weeks, the sermon series will touch on:

1. Our Identity in Christ

2. Grace & Peace in Christ

3. Our Call & Riches in Christ

4. Our Walk in Christ: Unity

5. Our Walk in Christ: Love

At the time when this book was written, Paul was in jail. He had earlier spent three years with the people of Ephesus. He was then addressing this letter to a group of believers who were described as being indescribably rich in Jesus Christ, but who live in a bigotry existence (like spiritual beggars) because they were ignorant of their spiritual wealth in Christ.

Through the reading of Ephesians, we should discover for ourselves our identity - that we are really, really loved by God. The first 3 chapters contain many descriptions on who we are or have in Christ: The chosen one, predestined to be saved for what is good, adopted children of the Living God, have Son-ship, redemption, forgiveness, wisdom, an inheritance, the Seal of the Holy Spirit, citizenship etc.

Every spiritual gift that God wants to give to us is outlined in the book of Ephesians. We have every available resource to live out the Christian life. We should be living a life of blessing, as Sons and Daughters of God.

Chapters 4-6 is like an instruction manual where Christians learn to live a life of love out of this spiritual realm.

The Christian behaviour does not determine blessings, rather, blessings determine our behaviour. We do all the good things because of who we are. We do not do this to become who we are. Who we are compels us to do good works. Who we are is our identity in Christ.

Do not pursue good works to find acceptance and blessings from God. We are already accepted and blessed by God - and that is why we do good works.

A practical title for the book of Ephesians would be:

The Position (Chapters 1-3) and the Practice (Chapters 4-6) of the Christian.

The Position is the love account, while the Practice is like an instruction manual on how to live a life of love.

The theme verse: 

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. (Ephesians 4:1)

Notice that Paul referred himself as a prisoner for the Lord, and not a prisoner of the Roman Empire during a period of persecution. What an amazing and positive attitude of life. The calling has been given to us. The position, while living a life worthy of it was the practice.

Do you know how “rich” you are in the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Can you say with conviction: “I am a Child of God”?

“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.” (Ephesians 1:17-19a)
BIG IDEA: 

Know who you are in Christ and His incomparably great power

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

The Greek word for Power is “Dunamis”, which is also the root word for dynamite.

We all need greater power in our lives so that we may be able to influence or change lives for the better and also to have more personal or corporate breakthroughs in our lives

Yet, there are people who feel that they do not have power in their lives, they feel they do not experience any power or that it is meant for others and not for themselves. 

The 3 causes of spiritual dullness:

1. Sin 

A person may not be aware of the power he has over sin as Jesus has defeated it on the cross, and so continues to struggle to get over it. Just as medicine can overpower sickness, the Power of God can overpower our sinful past. We have to let go of the sin of pride and self-centeredness within us as it prevents us from understanding the power of God.

2. Satan

The days are evil. Satan works to run down every Christian, influencing us in ways that we may not even be aware of. Many people are not aware of the spiritual warfare that is ongoing. We should be on guard and put on the Armour of God. We need to learn how to withstand the evil forces in the world, which is the reality. We should not be afraid as the child of God, as the devil cannot touch us.

3. Saviour 

Another reason is that we do not know the implication of what Christ has done on the Cross. Paul know the we cannot do it by ourselves, so he prayed that we may receive wisdom and that we have the Holy Spirit in us.

Paul said in v17b, “… that you may know him better.” - Know in the experiential way.

Taste and see that the Lord is good. (Psalms 34:8a)

What is Paul praying or reminding us about?

1 The Hope to which He has called you (v18)
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. (Hebrews 11:1)

In today’s time, when we say hope, it has a hint of uncertainty in it.
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But, in biblical times, hope is used with a confident expectation of a desire to have something good in the future.

Someday you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead. Don’t you believe a word of it. I shall be more alive than I am now. I will just have changed my address. I will have gone into the presence of God. (Billy Graham, God’s Ambassador, 2006)

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 

(1 Corinthians 15:55)

Satan thinks he wins when people die. Instead, we can grief with hope because our death on earth is the time when we go home into the presence of God. We have the hope of eternal life.

2 The Richness of His glorious inheritance in His holy people (v18c)
The word “riches” is described 6 times in the book of Ephesians – grace. To have God’s inheritance would mean that we are co-heirs with Jesus. In other translations, “holy people” are described as “saints”. It has nothing to do with what we’ve done, but with what Christ has done for us. The greatest privilege that we have as Christians, is prayer. No appointment is needed for us to enter the throne room of God and to talk to Him. Yet many people do not pray much and often, are striving and struggling in life - they do not understand their identity in Christ. 

3 His incomparably great Power for us who believe (v19)

3 manifestations of this power (Ephesians 1:19b-23):

3.1 Raised Christ from the dead (v20)

His Power is available to us and in us. It is a source of spiritual vitality
3.2 God placed all things under his feet (v22a)

We are there but not there yet. We will be there when Jesus have total rule over the earth and we will then have dominion over the new earth. There will be no more tears and death.
3.3 Head over everything for the church (v22b)

There will be the blessings of God that will fill the body. As we are part of a body, we cannot be independent and live alone and apart from the Christian community or church. Christ is the head, the church is the body. Learn to love the church because Jesus died for the church.

Conclusion
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There is no way we can lose because the Presence of God is in us.   

Remember this phrase: “I am a Child of God”.

All His riches are available for us. Live confidently as adoptees or co-heirs of Jesus. The Seal of the Holy Spirit is in us. It is like our uniform. With it, we have authority, invested in us. 

We have power not because of who we are, but because of the power of Christ in us.
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
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