[image: image1.png]“I'm less concerned with my point of location than 1 am
with my source of information. I often place myself in
locations where non Christian cultural worldviews are
strong. My career forces me into situations that are
challenging and I am still curious and adventurous enough
to choose locations that are unfriendly to Christianity. 1
step away only when I recognize the environment is
starting to change the way I think. I back off when I realize
my point of location has become my source of
information.”
James "Jim" Warner Wallace (June 1961 to Present),
American homicide detective and Christian apologist.



Studies in the Book of Ephesians: Solus Christus (Christ Alone) – Grace and Peace in Christ
Pastor Michael Ngui
"As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2: 1-10)
Introduction
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We dream of a better world where there is no hunger, poverty, war, violence, and that access to basic things like clean water and quality education is not limited. We have scientists and engineers working to eradicate disease, poverty and create crops that do not fail, in the hopes of creating utopia – the perfect land of peace and abundance.

Biblically, it is impossible for utopia to be created when sin is in the world. Reality is, perfection will only come when Christ returns and creates the new heaven and new earth. One part of society is called to be the teaser of the utopian world to come: The Church of Jesus Christ.
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BIG IDEA: 
Saved in Christ by Grace, to peace with God and one another.

1 Saved by Grace, from the wrath of God

1.1 By Grace alone 
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“For it is by grace you have been saved…” (Ephesians 2:8a)
Grace is undeserved favour - it is the love of God going out to the utterly undeserving. All of us were born into sin and deserve the wrath of God.
“All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” (Ephesians 2:3-5)
It was not on a whim that God decided to no longer judge us. He is God of justice, but in a great reversal of fortune for humanity, through His grace He gave us life instead.

“…and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—…” (Ephesians 2:8b)
Grace is a gift from God. It has nothing to do with ourselves – nothing to do with our intellect, bravery or works. Through His grace, Jesus found us. Salvation is God’s work, made free for us.

1.2 Through Faith alone
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…” (Ephesians 2:8a)
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Christianity is a faith in a person called Jesus Christ. It is not about mere head knowledge – because even the demons believe in God. The difference really is about believing and trusting.

Let’s take the example of Charles Blondin, a French tightrope walker and acrobat. He was known for crossing the 1,100 feet Niagara Gorge on a tightrope. To display his skills, he carried a man across the tightrope. After the feat was completed, the crowd was asked if they believed he could carry a man across. The crowd screamed, “yes” at him. When asked who would like to be carried across, the crowd went silent. They believed he could bring someone across, but they did not trust him to carry one of them across.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)
It is one thing to say that you believe. True faith is to say that you trust and would do whatever when asked. God does not need us to do things for Him, in return for receiving His grace. In this, some may argue that since God has already given us grace and does not need our works, therefore we do not need to do any work for Him. The question is do we do or not do good works?

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:10)
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Pastor Mike used this analogy of a sinful man and a Holy God who are separated by a huge chasm, and Jesus is the bridge between the two. As Christians we should be showing others to use the bridge, not trying to use all sorts of other methods to get to the other side because others will know the bridge is safe when they see people using the bridge. We are to keep in mind, that we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
2 Saved by Grace to Peace among us
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Christ himself is our peace

“For he himself is our peace…” (Ephesians 2:14a)

Christ is the basis of our peace. He himself is the bridge for man to come to God. However, we still need to be aware of ourselves and keep away from sin. Sin is the cause of conflict and division. Sin is the enemy of peace and harmony.

When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. (James 4:3)
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

Christ is our peace, but when we fight among ourselves, we deny His work. We need to keep in mind that our faith is found and grounded in Him.
2.2 Christ has bound us together as one in Himself
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. (Ephesians 2: 14-16)

The two groups mentioned here are the Jews and the Gentiles. The Jews in those days separated themselves from the other groups and acted in a holier-than-thou attitude; to the point where they would not associate with the non-Jews (Gentiles) so that they will remain “pure”.

In some ways, modern society has this segregation as well – base on things such as one’s wealth status, profession, education level, and place of stay. When we, believers of Jesus, begin to segregate ourselves from certain groups of people, we deny His work. In Jesus there is no distinction! In Jesus, we are one. There are no longer grounds for making a distinction.

If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker. (Galatians 2:18)

Nothing we do can make us worthier. Who are we to make distinctions when God himself does not distinct?

3 We are saved by grace to a new identity together

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household (Ephesians 2:19)
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Fellow citizens in God’s Kingdom

Though Christ, we are no longer foreigners in a country where we are treated differently. We are fellow citizens, and we are entitled to enjoy the privilege of God’s Kingdom.

3.2 Members together in God’s family

We are not strangers to one another, but members of the same household. Only Jesus is the biological son of the Father. The rest of us are adopted by faith in Jesus and are equally loved by the Father.

3.3 Stones joined in God’s temple
“…built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” (Ephesians 2: 20-22)
The temple in Jerusalem was an awe-inspiring building. The Jews believed that it was where God’s Presence was. But this building was destroyed in AD70. 

Paul writes that WE are the temple. When people look at us, we are the splendid building where God’s presence is, shining with His glory. Bear in mind that the Glory of God is not in an individual person, rather collectively we reveal the Glory of God when we reconcile relationships with one another and with others.
Conclusion

We are the preview of the utopia that comes when Jesus returns. Let’s us be reminded that we are not of the world, but merely in the world.
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Sermon summary contributed by Adeliyn.
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