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Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.”
‭‭Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.””

‭‭(John‬ ‭20:1-23‬)

“Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

‭‭(John‬ ‭20:30-31‬)
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BIG IDEA: 

Jesus Lives!
Introduction
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During the Holy Communion, we affirm that Christ has died, Christ has risen and that Christ will come again. The world is reminded every year around this time that around two thousand years ago, Christ rose from the dead and changed the world. What difference does Easter do to you on a daily basis? Easter impacted the lives of Mary, some women and the disciples. Two thousand years later, Easter is still impacting us. 

Life is like an unlabelled tin can. We often wish that we know what is coming up. The fact remains that life is full of surprises. In the Easter passage, we can see that the disciples were disappointed, fearful, sad, helpless, desperate, bitter, frustrated, shocked, anxious, felt abandoned, disillusioned, confused and uncertain. Do these words resound with the circumstances of your life? When Jesus got out of that tomb, he addressed every one of those feelings. 
1 I have peace
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” (John‬ ‭20:19‬)

“If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John‬ ‭20:23‬)
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We cannot predict the circumstances in our lives. Life is messy without the peace of God. The only way to experience this peace is when Jesus comes to you. Peace (Hebrew: shalom) refers to wholeness, completeness, serenity and harmony of life. In the midst of everything that is happening, Jesus offers us peace when we are reconciled to God. Without peace, you will be swung left and right by circumstances in your life. 
We often come to God only when we are in trouble because we realise we are no longer in control. Going against God and being independent (trying to run our own lives) is the essence of sin. We put God in boxes and keep Him out of other areas in our lives. We do not have peace in our lives because of the presence of sin and when we try to live independently of God. Salvation from sin is by grace. We were supposed to die to our sin but yet it is God who died for our sin and took our sin upon Himself at the cross so that we can be forgiven. Jesus has the power to forgive sin. The greatest gift God can give to us is forgiveness and when we receive that gift of forgiveness, we receive peace. When we have peace, we walk in freedom. We have peace through the resurrection of Jesus.
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I have a purpose
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” (John‬ ‭20:21‬)

The basis of the Christian faith hinges on the resurrection. Our purpose is to tell people that He is risen. We have all asked these three questions:
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Where did I come from? 
· Why am I here?

· Where am I going?

Only Jesus can answer all these three questions. We often ask self-centred questions hence we cannot find our purpose. When Jesus came, He shifted the focus as we now belong to God. The Creator has a blueprint for your life. Life is bigger than ourselves. Even in the worst times, God has a reason for us. We need to have a purpose larger than ourselves. We often live confused lives because we do not understand our purpose. We should be inspired by the story of Patrick Henry Hughes, an accomplished musician who was born with disabilities due to bilateral anopthalmia with pterygium syndrome and congenital bilateral hip dysphasia. He even joined the marching band with the aid of his dedicated father, who was also a musician. The Hughes family was able to rise above the circumstances in their lives because they had Jesus.
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This is what Hughes himself has to say: 
“Not disabilities at all - more abilities.”

“God made me blind and unable to walk. Big deal! He gave me the ability... the musical gifts I have... the great opportunity to meet new people.”

“My faith has sustained me. I think there are some days that have been a little stressing, but whenever I have those feelings and I really think there’s no way I can get out of them, I just turn to God and say a little prayer. ‘Lord, give me strength to get me through this.”
This strength comes from inside – the Christ that is in him. If you have accepted Jesus in your life, you have a heavenly Father who looks out for you. Because of that, we have a purpose in life.
3 I have a promise in God
“But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John‬ ‭20:31‬)
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Even in the midst of the most difficult of times, God promises His presence with us. Moreover, He also promises eternal life. 

Bill and Gloria Gaither were a talented Christian songwriter couple who were struggling whether to bring a child into a world like this. They were facing criticism regarding their music and Bill was recovering from an illness. However, Gloria Gaither was comforted by a reassuring presence which reminded her not to forget the empty tomb. They went on to have their baby and they knew that all would be well just because He lives. They later used this experience as an inspiration for the song “Because He lives”.

We have an amazing promise in Christ. The promise is not to lead a problem-free life. When you face unexpected circumstances or problems, you can have the peace of God. Because Jesus lives again, we can face tomorrow.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” ‭‭(John‬ ‭3:16‬)

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” ‭‭(John‬ ‭10:10‬)
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We have life both now and for the future after we pass on. Jesus also promised us life abundantly and to the full, both for this life and the hereafter. We still face problems in life but in the midst of these problems, we have peace, purpose and a promise.

Life is not about how long we live but about how well we live. In Christian funerals, there is both grief and joy as we have a promise that we know what is ahead because Jesus lives.
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (1 Corinthians‬ ‭15:55‬)
The greatest comfort is to know we have an eternity with God because of the risen Christ.

“Someday you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead. Don't you believe a word of it. I shall be more alive than I am now. I will just have changed my address. I will have gone into the presence of God.” - Billy Graham, God's Ambassador (2006)
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Conclusion:
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BIG IDEA: 

Jesus Lives!
Are you feeling any of these emotions today?
	· Disappointment

· Fear

· Sadness

· Helplessness
· Desperation
· Bitterness
	· Frustration 
· Shock

· Anxiety
· Abandoned 
· Crushed

· Defeated
	· Deserted

· Heartbroken
· Discouraged

· Disillusioned

· Confusion
· Uncertainty



We have all messed up our lives and need to go to God. We can make peace with God because Jesus has died for us and risen again. Invite Jesus into our lives and accept what Jesus has done on the cross for us. Only Jesus can still the storms in our lives and relationships.
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This child can face uncertain days because He Lives!
~Bill Gaither




Sermon summary contributed by Zhenli.



Page 1 of 2

