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Signs & Wonders

Founding Senior Pastor, Dato’ Dr Daniel Ho

In the last days, God says, “I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ (Acts 2:17-21) 

Introduction

Over the weekend, we had the privilege of having the Watoto Children’s Choir perform during our church’s Celebrations. Watoto Church was founded by Gary and Marilyn Skinner in 1983, at a time when Uganda was falling apart. They were warned by the US Ambassador to leave the country but they felt strongly to remain as God has spoken to them. One day, they were faced with robbers armed with guns and machetes. When the robbers cocked their guns, they did not click. It had never happened to the stunned robbers and so they asked the Skinners, “Who are you?” to which Gary replied, “I am a pastor.” Hearing that, the robbers dashed off. 
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While the children choir perform travel around the world, performing every day, they too have to study and do their homework. The adults who follow them on their trip play the role of teachers and nurturers to the children. The children go through such demands in their lives to bring their music throughout the world. The choir is a testament of God’s hands in the children’s lives. The Watoto Church has impacted people not just from Uganda, but from all around the world.

At the heart of it all is the heart of Jesus. When we have been deeply touched by God, we cannot not want to share, and instead be engaged and be involved in sharing about His love to the world. We have to take the risk and step out in faith. To give hope and future to people because we have the hope in Christ. No one should be denied a hope and a future in their lives. 

Our identity should not be based on titles, power, positions, wealth, fame, success, recognition, awards, degrees nor the things that we do, the company and clubs we belong in, the property or cars we own, the neighbourhood we live in nor the friends that we have. At the end of our lives, all this will fade and go away someday.

Do not wait till we are our deathbeds to ask questions like:

· Where am I going?

· Who am I?

· What’s the purpose of my life?

· Why am I here?

· What am I doing?

· Where do I belong?

Our identity should be in Christ. When we have our identity in Christ, we will 

· Know the truth

· Have Peace

· Have True Dignity

· Belong in a community
Know the Truth:

The truth is not found through a set of beliefs but through a person.

Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 4:16)
Jesus opened himself up for examinations. It was a bold claim and there are bound to be people who will challenge the claim but He in no uncertain terms will reveal Himself to them.
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Have Peace:

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 

He said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)

Have True Dignity:

When we are in Christ, we become a new creation. We will recover our identity in life, we will discover meaning and purpose for life and living, and we will be restored with a real sense of direction. We will have a hope in the future. Our dignity will have value and worth as we are secured in Christ.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Belong in a Community:

During Moses’ time, there were 613 laws to follow, but Jesus boiled it down to only two:

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Luke 10:27)

Out of the love that God gave us, we should love and care for others. 
Conclusion

Signs, wonders and miracles still take place today if we open our hearts to it. We have found a new identity, a new dignity, a new security - how can we not share? The biggest miracle of all is the miracle of a new birth. The greatest thing that you can do is to share the love and gospel of Christ with people and about the hope and future that we have in Christ. 

We can be sure and secured that we have faith in Christ, that we are saved, and are destined for heaven. We have the assurance because of what Jesus has done on the cross for us. In Him, we will have a hope and a future.
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
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