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The Unseen Battle

Senior Pastor, Chris Kam

The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.” So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up - one on one side, one on the other - so that his hands remained steady till sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.” Moses built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner. He said, “Because hands were lifted up against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.” (Exodus 17:8-16)


Introduction

Our nation today, stands on a crossroad.   

Earlier this year, we were challenged to “Step In” and to memorize the theme verse for 2018: Ephesians 5:15-16, which says, “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.”
Though the country have technology growth, people’s lives have not. The days are evil and things are not getting better. We see crime, wars and perverse culture all around us. It is mainly due to the sinful heart of man. We have to know that only Jesus is the answer to all the problems and issues that we have today. He is the one who can transform lives.

What is unseen and more sinister and grim is the evil one. 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 6:12)

There are many instances where while things are perceived to be hopeless in our lives and in our nation. Even in the Old Testament, God’s people were up against wars which humanly speaking, they would not have won. Yet, we see God’s victory in all of them. Here are two examples:

(a) Joshua 6 - Facing the walls of Jericho, God told Joshua’s army to march around the city once for six days and seven times on the seventh day. It seems like a strange and ridiculous command but the army was obedient. On the seventh day, at the end of the march, the army gave a big shout and blew their trumpets. The walls of Jericho fell down and the army took over the city. 

(b) 2 Chronicles 20 - As the Moabites, Ammonites and Meunites waged war, King Jehoshaphat became alarmed. The odds were against him, so he fasted, prayed, and sought after God. God said, “Send your worship team.” They followed. As they sung and worshiped God, God caused confusion in the enemy’s camp and they killed each other. By the time King Jehoshaphat arrived with his army, they did not even have to fight. 

[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image4.png]



In our nation, we are in a battle, fighting for truth, justice and righteousness. We are in a battle against corruption, injustice, racial proliferation and the abuse of power. Sometimes the wicked gets away and the innocent gets punished, the cost of living keeps rising as the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. 

Our fight is for the future of our children and the next generation. As in 1 Timothy 2:2, we desire to “live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness”. That we will have the peace that Jesus talked about because in that environment, we may have more opportunity to share about Jesus to so many people. So, it is a battle for economic and educational opportunities, and a battle for good governance in our nation. We must know the battle we are in and be reminded again that it is not a battle against flesh and blood. There is a sinister force behind all this that is seeking to bring destruction to our nation.

We need talented young people to stay or come home. We hope that the next generation living better than we can, that they will be able to have a better Malaysia than ever before.
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During the battle between the Israelites and Amalekites, there was a supernatural battle ongoing while a physical one took place. As the army fought below, Moses was up in the hills praying. As he held his hands and his staff up, the army was winning, but as he grew tired and his hands were down, the army was losing. Aaron and Hur noticed what was happening, and so they put a stone for Moses to sit on. They then came to his side and help to lift his hands up. Eventually, they won the battle, not by the might of the army but by Moses’ hands positions.
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1. Spiritual Battle is Inevitable

Spiritual battle is constant in our lives here on earth. We cannot avoid it. We do not get to choose the war, it will come to us.

Earlier in Exodus 17:1-7, we read that while in the dessert, the Israelites were so thirsty. When Moses cried out to God, God provided water that came out of rock. The Israelites were then on a spiritual high. 

It is a reminder that when things are going well or when great things are about to happen, there will be unseen forces and distractions that will try to derail us. They come in the form of arguments and quarrels, over the most trivial things. 

Know that God is still in control. Our attitudes as Christians, is to remain focus on the Lord Jesus Christ and to have His peace. The enemy will covertly and subtly stumble us. There are battles taking place. Even in our nation, we see a rise in family or relationship break-ups, divorces, conflicts, deceit, greed, murder, lies, covetousness and many others. The devil is drawing people by their sins. He will do all that he can to create environments where people will be distracted and distant themselves from God.

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (John 10:10)
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2. Spiritual Battle is Spiritual

Spiritual battle is not obvious because it is unseen. We are carnal people, who tend to walk in our own flesh. Instead, we have to learn to see things through the eyes of God and to feel things with the heart of God.

Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.” (Exodus 17:9-10)

Moses must have heard from God and went up to the hill to pray. Aaron and Hur were sensitive to the things of God. Here, we see the importance of prayer and discernment. What we see with our physical eyes may not be the true picture of what is going on. We need to discern God in everything that we do, whether for our lives, our church or the nation. There is a perfect will of God. God knows what He is doing. We need to do our part whether to be on the ground to fight (the physical battle) or up on the hill, praying and discerning (the spiritual battle).

Even if it is a good thing; if it is not in accordance to God’s will, what is good may turn out as not good. If it is not a God thing, we will still fail and not reach the mark no matter how good our intentions and certainties may be.
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. (2 Corinthians 10:3-4)
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The weapons that we have is the weapons of prayer and the discernment of God’s will in our lives. In the area of holiness, morality and ethics, there are spiritual disciplines. 

When evil increases, holiness decreases.

When holiness increases, evil decreases.

When light comes, darkness flees.

The problem of our generation, of our nation is are deep-seeded sins that have been around through the generations of corruption, injustice, immorality, deceit and daylight robbery. It did not happen overnight.
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The church is called to be the light and salt of the world. The church is to be blamed when things are not going well in the nation. The light can only come into the darkness through God’s people. The battle belongs to God - we have to include God in all that we do.

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14)

We need to come before God and repent. We have to acknowledge the sins of our nation. God will hear from heaven and will heal our land. When there is no light, the devil is free to do what he wants. Let us examine ourselves before we point our fingers at others. Are we living holy lives?


3. Spiritual Battle is about God and not us.

As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. (Exodus 17:11-13)

In the Old Testament, all victorious battles are fought and won by God against incredible odds.

In the story about Gideon (Judges 6 & 7), the enemy had 135,000 soldiers. Gideon had 32,000 (about 4 times less) but he felt he had a chance against his enemy. Yet, God said it was too many and eventually, only 300 soldiers were left on Gideon’s army. All they had to do was to blow the trumpet, break the jar and light up their torches. They had no doubts in their minds about God’s commands. The enemy turned on each other and fled.

Why did God do that? - To ensure that when the war is won, the credit and the glory belongs to God, and not Gideon. If it was just 300 against 135,000, it has to be the hand of God. 

If life, be it in our personal lives, our families or our careers, we tend to go into battle with our own ability and strategy. God says, “I will figure out a way for you if you only seek after me”. Don’t go to God merely when things have gone wrong. Go to God when things are on the upswing and never forget Him. Seek Him. Our “hands” should be up - it is a posture of worship, of yielding and of dependence on Him. Have an intimacy to hear God. Intimacy only comes through prayer, when make time for God. After all, we have the Holy Spirit with and in us, 24/7.

Remember, in all our battles, we need:

Our Joshua(s): On the ground, to fight.

Our Moses(es): Praying and discerning

Our Aaron(s) and Hur(s): To come alongside, to fight together.

Success rises and falls with our intimacy with God. We are only as effective as our faith, prayer and in living holy lives. Don’t lose out - prayer should be second nature to us as it helps us win battles.

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 
Remember to pray in faith for the leaders and pastors, the church and the nation as well.


Conclusion

On polling day, cast your vote. Do it for the next generation. Do it according to what God has told you to do. Pray for our nations that God will be merciful and will win the battle for us.

There is a story of a farmer who had a son and a horse. One day, the horse ran off and his neighbours lamented, “How unfortunate of you.” The farmer replied, “Maybe yes. Maybe no.” Three days later, the horse returned. With it was a herd of wild horses. The neighbours said, “What good luck you have.” The farmer replied, “Maybe yes. Maybe no.” While trying to tame one of the wild horses, the son rode on it but fell down and broke his leg. The neighbours remarked, “How sad.” The farmer replied, “Maybe yes. Maybe no.” Soon, a neighbouring army threatened the village and all the young men were drafted to fight and many died. The farmer’s son was spared from fighting as he was injured and so the neighbours commented, “What a good thing your son did not have to fight,” and the farmer replied, “Maybe yes. Maybe no.”

There are many things in life which is beyond our control but God is. The battles that we go through belongs to Him. What we have today, is the freedom to pray. So, let’s pray to God for our nation.
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
CG Discussion Questions:


Are you aware acutely that ministry is spiritual warfare?


What spiritual battles do you sense within yourself, between members from within, and from without?





CG Discussion Questions:


What are some sin issues in our CG that we have not taken seriously?


Have we kept our members accountable in their walk with the Lord?





CG Discussion Questions:


Is prayer and the Holy Spirit an afterthought? 


How are we praying as a CG? How are we involved in corporate prayer?


Who are our Aaron and Hur?
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