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My Neighbour Series I: Short Distance Relationship

Pastor Kelvin Yong & Pastar Sarah Aye

”When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 19:33-34)


Introduction

Years ago, Pastor Kelvin was in Nepal on a mission trip. On the last day, as he was standing outside the airport, he saw a mother hugging her son, a young man who was leaving his family, hometown and country for the first time. It was an emotional farewell. Pastor Kelvin has seen the poverty and poor living conditions in some of the villages in Nepal, so he could understand why the young man had to come to Malaysia to work. Back home, Pastor Kelvin got to know a Myanmar man named Kiran, who attends DUMC. Kiran hails from Bardibas, a small town in Nepal. Pastor Kelvin was surprised as he has been to Badibas and knows the pastor at a church there - Pastor Hanub, who turns out to be Kiran’s uncle. Pastor Hanub has tried to reach out and shared the gospel with Kiran’s mother and brother but they did not respond to him. Then, Kiran came to Malaysia to work. Here, he accepted Christ into his life. He shared his testimony with his family. They all accepted Christ too and they now attend the church that Pastor Hanub is leading.

This made Pastor Kelvin realized that as they are many foreigners here and that mission is right here at our doorstep and that there is a great opportunity for the church to get involved in the lives of the migrants that they may go back and start a revival fire or something amazing in their homeland. That God can work through them as well.
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The word “diaspora” is a Greek word that means dispersion, people who are scattered, on the move, relocated from where they were born to another location. They may consist of migrant workers, refugees, asylum seekers, international students and immigrants. These people group gives us the opportunity to reach out through the diaspora mission or ministry. As a church, we need to respond.

There are 3 lessons that we can learn from the passage in Leviticus.

1. God’s Strategic Plan

The diaspora mission is not a man-made idea, not accidental and not an after-thought. It was God’s plan right from the beginning.

When a foreigner resides among you in your land (Leviticus 19:33a)
In some translations, the word “If” is used, but in the original language, the Hebrew word used was [Ki] meaning that, for or when - thus giving is a more definite tone that there will be foreigners who are going to be among us. In fact, there were already foreigners among the Israelites back in the Old Testament. 

The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. Many other people went up with them, and also large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. (Exodus 12:27-38)

In Genesis, in the Creation story, the first voice that they heard was God’s voice and He said to them:

“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.” (Genesis 1:28)
God did not mean to have children for having children’s sake but that there will be many children and offspring who will not just be staying in the garden, but who would be scattered throughout the world and to populate it so that the worship will rise up to heaven from different part of the word.

It was so important that God repeated the same thing to Noah and his sons, in Genesis 9:1 “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.” 

We know from the bible that the people decided to stay at one place and built the Tower of Babel and so God had to intervene and confuse the people by mix up their languages, causing them to scattered throughout the world. People had to be exiled or on the move. Even till today.

In 2017, United Nations reported that there are 258 million international migrants in the world. 80% of them are in Asia. In Malaysia, 30% of the workforce consists of foreigners. That is 4.5 million people, both documented and undocumented. Meaning that the migrants make up 14% of our population. They represent the diaspora people in our midst.

2. Our Corporate Responsibility

” When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you …” (Leviticus 19:33-34a)

Among you - As a church, we have a responsibility towards the foreigners in our midst. 

“Christian are called to know and love their neighbours, and the whole church needs to participate in these acts of service.” (Todd M. Johnson & Gina A. Zurlo, Global Christianity & Global Diasporas)
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The whole church, and not some people. We have to collectively embrace the different nations. We have to act justly, mercifully and responsibly towards the diaspora in our midst.

In Leviticus, we learn of a few things that we can do:

“When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself…” (Leviticus 19:33-34a)

1. Do not mistreat them

· It means we should treat them well, to embrace them.

· Go a step further, come alongside them to be a voice and an advocate for them, especially to those who are unjustly treated, wrongfully detained by the authorities (even when they have proper documentation), to plead and rescue them from immigration centres, or to fight for them in courts.

2. Treat the foreigners as native-born


· not to mean that we give them citizenship but to treat them fairly and righteously

· examples of how the foreigners are being treated fairly:

· If they seek medical treatment, they are expected to pay more.

· Their children do not have excess to proper education.

· They may not receive they pay regularly.

· Business owners should extend the similar and fair benefits to their workers and to provide proper accommodation for their workers.

3. Love them

- provide them with loving hospitality.

· Our Community Excel Services (CES) has Foodbank ministry that provides the diaspora with food as some of them do not have proper meals.

· Serve the community

· There are English classes provided for those who come from Myanmar, Nepal, Iran or the Philippines.

· The midnight heroes who volunteer to ferry the people to and from the night celebrations.

· Share the love of Christ. As the foreigners are in a position of vulnerability, they are more receptive of the Gospel. Communication is not a problem as most of the foreigners have learned our languages.

3. Our Personal Persuasion

“... for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 19:34b)

Our forefathers were also foreigners when they came to this country, whether from China, India or others. So, we have to recognize and remember that we are descendants of the diaspora community. By His grace, God has positioned us here in this nation for a reason. We were able to get to know God and to receive and experience God’s love here. 

So, we have a corporate responsibility and opportunity to share, to pass the love of Christ on to others. From one diaspora people to other diaspora people. 
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An example of a foreigner, a recipient of God’s Love is Pastor Sarah Aye. God has worked amazingly through her life and through her, many other people have also come to receive Christ. 

Sarah Aye said that she loves Myanmar and she loves Malaysia too. She has lived in Malaysia for the past 11 years, spending almost half her life here.

At 16, Pastor Sarah Aye had a big dream of buying a mobile phone. It was a big dream to own a phone. She wanted to come to Malaysia as her mother was here as well. When she arrived at the airport, her aunty gifted her with a mobile phone. So, she wondered if she should just return to Myanmar then or to continue staying in Malaysia. She thought about the SIM card that was priced at USD 3000. Her rich friends had it and she wanted to have one too. So, she stayed and started working at a photo shop. 

Life was meaningless until she attended a church in Kuala Lumpur and accepted Jesus Christ as her personal saviour. Her life totally changed after that. She had a strong desire to serve, so she got involved in various ministries such as dance, worship, wedding, and doing decorations. She would be in church every day. She was so filled with love and excitement, that she wanted to go out and share about Jesus to others especially to those who lived nearby her house.

In 2009, Sarah started a cell group (CG) at her house, with just 10 people. She invited people to come celebrate birthdays, and as Myanmar people were a polite lot, they would always attend the cell group. Some of those who came were drunkards and drug addicts. At the cell group, Sarah had the opportunity to share the gospel, pray and worship with many people. In one year, the CG grew to a group of 30 people.

Yet, Sarah had a burden in her heart. She prayed to God, asking Him for a vision. In a dream, God showed her running by a seashore and many young people were running towards her. She would train them how to run. God was telling Sarah that she would one day be a leader of many young people and would equip them to be ministers. Though she was just 17, she believed that nothing was impossible for God to do. 

After the vision, there were several divine appointments:

1. A lady (from DUMC) went to the photo shop to print some pictures. When Sarah saw the photographs, she asked the lady about the girls in the photos as they had Thanaka makeup on their faces. The lady said that she had just returned from a mission trip in Myanmar. Sarah was excited and gave her number to the lady and said that if any help was ever needed, the lady could contact her for help. In December, the lady phoned Sarah and asked if she could help to organize a Christmas party for the children in Selayang. Sarah agreed, but after the event, Sarah decided that she would not go back to help again as she felt uncomfortable with children. 

2. Pastor Raymond Mooi, the principal of The School of Acts, came to the shop to have his watch repaired, and Sarah greeted him. He asked if she was interested to study at the school and out of courtesy, she said yes. In her heart, she felt that she was not able to as she needed to work to earn money for her family. Besides, she thought that he would eventually forget about her. Six months later, someone brought her the school enrolment forms. Sarah asked God if that was His direction for her to attend school. She did and she saw how God was faithful in providing her and her family. Her studies were sponsored for and there was enough for her family and herself.

Sarah believes that God has an amazing plan for all our lives. As school ended, she wondered what she would do after her studies end - would she work in the photo shop again? 

Sarah asked God for another vision. In this vision, she saw clearly, the faces of the children from Selayang and that she was teaching them. She was so shocked and kept quiet, not responding to God. She knew if she agreed, she would have a really hard time with the children. The next morning, she led worship. As she sang, “As the deer panteth for the waters, so my soul longeth after thee,” she heard God calling her a liar. She reasoned with God that she was a woman and being alone, it would be unsafe for her to travel to a place that is filled with stories of rape, murder and gangsterism. Then, instead of speaking to her, God spoke through a lecturer who came on stage who said that he felt that God was asking someone to do something but was not responding to His call. Sarah felt convicted. In her heart, she finally responded to God, and said “yes” to Him.

That same evening, the lady that she met the photo shop rang her and asked if she knew anyone who could become a teacher to the children in Selayang and Sarah said yes. As a teacher, Sarah had the opportunity to share the gospel not just with the children but their parents as well. Then, she helped start a CG in the area.

One day, the person-in-charge at the school invited Sarah to meet with the people who were supporting the school. Sarah met Pastor Margaret Loy, the CES Ministry director. Sarah shared that besides teaching at the school, she was still leading her CG at her house. Pastor Margaret discussed with the church pastors and on 1 Dec 2010, Sarah’s CG moved from her house to the church.

In 2010, the Myanmar congregation consisted of 30 people.

In 2018, the weekly attendance is currently at 800 people.

In 2010, there was just one cell group.

In 2018, there are 150 cell groups, follow up groups and church planted in Ipoh, Melaka and Johor.

Sarah friends taunted her about her lifestyle - that she was always fasting, praying, reading the bible and dressing formal. They said that she looked older and pitied her, but she felt no need for pity. She knows that whatever she was doing would be worth it. So many lives have been changed and transformed. Instead of pursuing the pleasures of the world, she would rather go out to the world and pursue God’s will.

Sarah believes that great things are ahead of us and that God has very big visions for everyone. Many people have opened up their hearts and showed love and support in many ways. Every one of us can play a big role in the many lives around us. Sarah encouraged us to continue to give hope and encouragement to the lives of other nations. Bother about them because no one will know what will happen if we do. It can bring great impact to thousands in the future.

Last December, the Myanmar ministry was able to reach out to 17,000 people. From that, 7,000 people were recorded, to have accepted Christ as their personal saviour. This year, they aim to reach out to more. She is excited to see a greater vision happening here. In our eyes, there are many kingdoms, but in God’s eyes, there is only one kingdom, His kingdom. 
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Sermon summary contributed by Wendy ML.
BIG IDEA:


THE DIASPORA IN OUR MIDST ARE THE GATEWAYS TO THE NATIONS
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