[image: image1.png]MANY TIMES, THE DECISIONS WE MAKE AFFECT AND
HURT YOUR CLOSEST FRIENDS AND FAMILY THE
MOST. | HAVE A LOT OF REGRETS IN THAT REGARD.
BUT GOD HAS FORGIVEN ME, WHICH | AM VERY
THANKFUL FOR. IT HAS ENABLED ME TO FORGIVE
MYSELF AND MOVE FORWARD ONE DAY AT A TIME.
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Family Matters: Be Engaged!

(Deuteronomy 6:1-9, Matthew 26:26)
Pastor Gilbert Tan
These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, promised you. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6: 1-9)
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” (Matthew 26: 26)
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Introduction

As believers in Christ, we belong to two families: the natural family and the spiritual family. The natural family is the one you are related to by blood or marriage. Your role within the natural family is assigned to you by order of how you are related to others in the same natural family. 
The spiritual family on the other hand is in the church setting where you can be part of multiple communities such as your cell group, ministry and Equip classes. It is opportunity for each of us to be mentored and kept accountable, as well as the other way around by the many groups we have in the church. DUMC members are in good grounds as we are a multigenerational family church where the young and old can observe and learn from one another to grow more Christ like.
[image: image3.png]



BIG IDEA: Family matters can be messy, but family matters.

Each of us are imperfect people, but keep in mind that family matters matter to God. He wants families to succeed. Nations crumble when the family units are in shambles. As imperfect people, we have the responsibility to keep the family intact. Having Christ in the picture helps us anchor the family to Him and become what He made us to be.
Knowing what is important in Life is something we need to think about in the season of Chinese New Year. Having success are the workplace, ability to spend much money on children’s education and food for loved ones to enjoy are good things, but they do not equate to success in life. Having a good relationship with God and family members are the important things. The question is: Are we engaging them the right way?

1 Why must we engage our family?
1.1 It is a command of God 

These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. (Deuteronomy 6: 1-2)

We have directive from God to be involved in family life so that the family will know Him through us. God expects us to obey and follow instructions immediately and consistently.
1.2 They are our disciples

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6: 4-9)

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Matthew 22: 37-39)
Success in life not just about having things and wealth; for Christians, it is also raising up family members to follow the Lord. The good thing about having a spiritual family is that there are others in the community who can rise and become spiritual parents. More is caught than taught in the actual learning process, and it is good for us to go out and build relationships with one another and build the future generations together.

2 How do I engage in a family that is broken and dysfunctional?

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” (Matthew 26: 26)
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Take “…Jesus took bread…”

As we partake in the holy communion, we are to be reminded that we partake in the body of Christ which was broken for us. It is an opportunity to remember His sacrifice so that we can have life abundantly in Him, despite the brokenness. 
The Issue of family is mostly a “me” issue – it is rooted in selfishness. Make it into an “us” issue by:

· Taking hold and invite His presence into the family – be intentional to engage them, and be strong enough to apologize if you have wronged a family member.

· Taking them to the Lord as you want to see change and restoration of relationships

· Taking it as a lifelong commitment to be the best example of Christ of the family

2.2 Give thanks “...he had given thanks….”

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5: 18)
When we do not practice thankfulness, we are bound to complain, compare and criticize. Thanking God in difficult circumstances is difficult. If we are faithful in our walk with the Lord, we will be able to say that God is good, all the time because we have a personal relationship with Jesus. 
2.3 Break “… he broke it …”

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12: 9-10)
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Every one of us are broken to some degree. Jesus can use your weakness and pain for His grace to come through. Whatever your pain, let God work in you and through you to bring healing and restore your broken heart and relationships.
2.4 Give “… and give it…”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ (Matthew 22: 37-39)
Before we can love others well, we must obey the first commandment: we must first love God. If we cannot give ourselves to God, how can we give ourselves to our loved ones? Surrender your rights to God because broken and messy people cannot love well. Let God intervene.

Conclusion

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4: 4-9)
When we go back to spend time with our families in Chinese New Year season, let’s be intentional in your interactions and invite Christ into your family gatherings and homes.
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Sermon summary by Adeliyn
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