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Family Matters: Crazy “Rich” Christians
(Ephesians 1:3-10; 1 John 5:1-5)
Pastor Alex Tan
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. (Ephesians 1:3-10)

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. (1 John 5:1-5)
Introduction

The movie “Crazy Rich Asians” resonates with some of us. The author of the original novel, Kevin Kwan, was asked how he was inspired to write this book. He first wrote a poem called “Singapore Bible Study” and then he wrote a chapter based on that poem. From there, the whole novel was birthed.
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In a scene from the movie, the characters quoted Colossians 3:2 (Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things) during a Bible study session. However, in the midst of this session, this family who had a supposedly rich Christian heritage demonstrated how they gossip about others. Similarly, when we look at our lives, we may have rich Christian heritage in our families and we can grow up in church with god-fearing, loving parents but things may not fall into place.
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ (Ephesians 1:7-9)
[image: image3.png]



BIG IDEA: The family – dysfunctional yet irreplaceable and life-giving!
We can be rich in God yet dysfunctional in our old ways, thinking patterns and ideals of life. We may be Christians for years and part of the family of God but there are things in our lives, namely fault lines that affect the people in our lives
As the family of God, we are also brothers and sisters in Christ. We are a spiritual family but many things are linked to our biological families in our lives.

1 The Family – Dysfunctional?
We read from the Bible many instances of dysfunctional families.
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Adam and Eve sinned and Adam promptly put the blame on Eve (who put the blame on the serpent.) They did not own up to their mistakes. The raised 2 children. One killed the other. Abraham, in a moment of lack of faith, took a second wife. He had to sent the second wife and the son packing. Jacob married many wives. His sons sold his youngest son into slavery. David too had a moment of weakness committed one sin after another. This man after God’s own heart also had many wives. His son violated his daughter. The daughter’s brother, Absalom avenged and even rebelled against his father.

Today, we do not have to look far to realize families are dysfunctional. Sin if left unattended still destroys family relationships.

2 The Family is Irreplaceable
he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will (Ephesians 1:5)
It is a God-idea. It is a God-design. If in our natural families, we have had a glimpse of why families are irreplaceable or even yearned for, then it is in our DNA to love that out.

The Triune God functions in community governed by love.
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When we read the Bible, we find the language used time and again refer to the natural family, the family of God and getting along with one another.

Even Mark Zuckerberg, the founder of Facebook alluded to that. At Facebook’s community summit, the church was studied for its communal benefits and Mark Zuckerberg alluded to the fact that there are some things that can be learnt from the church as a community. Even the world is taking notice of what the church has been doing for centuries and learning from what the church has to offer.

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. (1 John 3:1)
“I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” (1 Corinthians 6:18)
The family of God is not a backup plan for our dysfunctional natural families but the ultimate FAMILY plan!
He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” (Matthew 12:48-50)
Here’s Jesus is not making a statement that our biological families are no longer important. Rather, he is stating the following him is far greater. He takes priority, and so does his kingdom – so much so that those who follow him are counted as his brothers and sister and mother – his family.
3 The Family is Life-giving

How is the family of God Life-giving?

[image: image6.jpg]



he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding (Ephesians 1:5-8)

Being part of the family of God is tremendously life-giving. In life, we get support from our natural family and spiritual families. They care for us. They are generous in their help. We are also blessed in our respective cell groups, where the cell members care for one another.

Conclusion
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Being a part of the family of God is the greatest blessing bestowed upon believers and one that should drive us to our knees in humble adoration. We can never do anything to deserve it for it is His gift of love, mercy, and grace to us, yet, we are called to become sons and daughters of the Living God. May we all respond in faith to His invitation!”
Let us journey together in the family of God towards reconciliation and forgiveness.
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. (Jon 1:12)

Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. (1 John 5:5)

Let us learn to say sorry, thank you, and please. Do not take our family members for granted.
Sermon summary compiled by Loong
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