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(1 Cor 15:1-4)
Pastor Mike Ngui

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)

Introduction
This is the first of six in a new series on the Gospel.

Over the course of ministering, the leaders discover that many people who come to church, as we talk to them, we begin to realise that they failed to grasp the Gospel. Some who identified themselves as Christians, it turns out they weren’t really. They were merely rather regular church goers. Others were Christians, but they seemed to have great difficulties moving on as Christians, as followers of Christ.

This series on the Gospel is prompted by those concerns.

Big Idea for the Series
The work of Christ is central to every stage of the Christian life - from the beginning, right to the ‘end’.

It’s like the air we breathe

Big Idea today
The Gospel is the “A-to-Z” of the Christian life.
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“Christ died for our sins” (1 Corinthians 15:3b
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15)

The Gospel is good news for sinners, the morally broken
“you have been saved ... not by works” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

The Gospel is good news for the religion-tired
Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.” (Luke 11:46)

The Gospel really is good news - that you can approach the Almighty without dread, because Jesus has made it possible for you to come near to God. You do not need to earn the right - you cannot anyway, because nothing you can do will qualify you. Jesus made a new and living way through Him, on His account.
Some of us are tired of the wreck of life. Even in church, we can have religion - the constant efforts to try and appease God, in the hope that He would receive us. The Gospel is good news - through Jesus God already has already forgiven us and welcomes us into His presence and to relate to Him., to love Him. 

The work of God in Christ for all humanity – the sin-worn humanity - is great news for all who long for a fuller life here and hereafter.

The Gospel is good for all - Christians too!
Most think of the “unsaved” needing to hear the Gospel until they are saved.

“brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you...” (1 Cor 15:1)

“I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.…... I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome.” (Romans 1:13,15)

[image: Image result for crowd]We can see clearly from the scriptures that the Gospel is for all, Including Christians! It is so easy to  be caught up with so many things and activities. If we just take up everything we will find ourselves burn out very quickly. We feel frustrated when we miss the mark. We feel condemned. This is why we have to come back to the Gospel again and again.

John Wesley was born in a Christian family with an Anglican priest father. His mother was an incredibly devout woman. She raised all of them as Christian children. He himself became an ordained Anglican. He went to serve in the British colony in America. There was as shipwreck. Hemet German Moravian missionary families to the Indians. While others were screaming in terror, the Moravians were singing hymns. When they got to the shore, John Wesley realized he might not have enough faith when he was confronted with impending death.

“O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you?” (Galatians 3:1)

When we get a new gadget, we want to read the manual to find out all the exciting features. But we do not. Take the mobile phone as an example. It has more than enough power of a supercomputer 1960s that send people to the moon, what do we do with it? Have you gone out to figure out what power lies in your handphone? Instead we spend our time accessorising our mobile phones and miss out on the power within.

There is so much in the Gospel - the work of Christ accomplished. You trust Jesus to save you from hell but there is more that his work accomplished. It can change everything in our lives. Do not reduced the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a faction of its power? If the mobile phone can change our lives, imagine what the Gospel could do?

As Christians, we must keep coming back to the work of Christ, which is the very basis of our privileged position as God’s children.

The Gospel is good for all of life - past, present & future
“which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved,” (1 Cor 15:1, 2  ESVUK)
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· “Received” = past event (Ephesian 2:8,9) - been saved. This is justification – we are made right before God.
· “Stand” = present, ongoing - current state (1 Corinthians 1:18) - being saved. This is the process Sanctification we participate now where we walk with Christ.
· “Being saved” = present process, points toward an end i.e. “saved” - future (Romans 5:9,10) - shall be saved. Imagine a drowning man in the process of being dragged to safety. Glorification is the final stage when Jesus comes again or when we die. Our future and destiny is to be glorified if we abide in Christ.
Many of us, the decision to follow Christ is history. It is something that happened in the past. Most of us are struggling in the process of sanctification. The Gospel started us in the process and yet it still applies in the process of sanctification. The work of Christ applies.

Here’s the overview of the Gospel series.
1. The Gospel is for all of life.
2. The Gospel saves you.
3. The Gospel matures us (in the process of sanctification).
4. The Gospel pushes us our beyond our normal comfort zone.
5. The Gospel will hold us all the way to the end.
6. The Gospel promises us glorification. This is the consummation of God’s salvation plan.
The gospel is not just the ABC of the Christian life but the A to Z of the Christian life. ~Timothy Keller
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not only good for all aspects of your life, but also for all of your life. 

The work of Christ is foundational, not only when we come to faith, but also to our living each day as Christians and to our hope-filled anticipation of our eternity.

Summary
The message through the history of God with man is that God desires humankind to return to Him, to His kingdom, to a life with Him. That is the original design. 

At the right time, His plan to make that return possible and available came to pass in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God-became-man.

This return to God (and this life with God) initiates with our first step of trusting in Christ, progresses in freedom from the power of sin, with our continuing and growing trust in and surrender to God by His Spirit and anticipated with confident hope, of our complete deliverance of the very presence of sin, in our glorification with Christ.
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Sermon Summary provided by Pastor Mike and typed by Loong.
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“The Gospel is open to all; the most respectable sinner has no more claim on it than the worst.”
Martyn Lloyd-Jones
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