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The Gospel 6: For Eternity
(Romans 8:18-23; Revelation 21:1-4)
Pastor Mike Ngui
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. (Romans 8:18-23)

Then I saw a “new heaven and a new earth,” for the first earth heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Looking! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying in pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (Revelations 21:1-4)

Introduction
The gospel takes you from the point of salvation until Eternity, namely the day we die. We are assured we are never left alone in the Christian faith as we live life in the larger community which is best lived in being real in a smaller community like in cell groups, loving and living to be accepting of one another in Christ Jesus. 
The Gospel is for:
a) For All of Life – the A-Z of the Christian life, relevant for the Christian life.
b) For Salvation – God who saves sinners through Jesus Christ.
c) For Growth – Gospels grows and matures us to be more Christlike.
d) For Others – Gospel inspires us to turning our focus towards others and is portrayal of the 
e) good works towards others.
f) For Accountability – hold us accountable through perseverance of hardships and pains for our   sanctification, delivering us from our sinful nature.                                                       
g) For Eternity – the consummation of the Gospel.
As the result our adoption to sonship we are saved and we grow and mature, we are delivered through training and sanctification from God. Yet we recognise that we will all go through transition of death and beyond.

Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. (Romans 8:23)

We are living life which is getting nearer to End times. How do we look at it?

1) Some are obsessed with the details of End times.

2) Others are completely indifferent as it is inevitable.

How does the Gospel change our view of Death and Eternity? What can we say?
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BIG IDEA: God will make ALL things NEW
He who was seated on the throne said, ”I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write   
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”. (Revelations 21:5)
1  God Will Make Us New Spiritually and Morally
Our struggle against sin is so real. We fall short of the Holiness & Glory of God, lacking peace, purity and love but do not give up. Instead, repent and turn away from sin, do not quit fighting.
So I find this Law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death. Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Romans7:21-25)
2 God will make our bodies new and glorious
Our bodies sown in a natural body is weak but what is raised in a spiritual glorious body will be beautiful and powerful in Eternity.
So will it be with the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. (1Corinthians15:42-44)
We long to be completely delivered from sin itself in Eternity . It is not worth comparing the colossal struggle here with Eternity as we are living in a fallen world at present, but our permanent home is in Heaven.
But our citizenship is in Heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. (Philippians 3:20-21)
3 God will make a New Earth
Our new bodies will be on the New Earth where righteousness dwells.
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. ( 2 Peter 3:13) 

Are we looking forward for the New Earth? A Perfect World where there is no more sin or death. One day the stain of sin will be removed, and the New Earth will be there, also with God’s Presence.
(See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. (Isaiah 65:17,25)

Even creation is eager with expectation for the New Earth.
For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. (Romans 8 :19, 21)
4 Our relationship with God will be gloriously different and full

Home at Last! Death is not what Christians should fear as it is the doorbell to Eternity.
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. (Revelations 21:3)
Nothing can keep the Presence of God from us. We are getting glimpses of heaven in our daily walk by dwelling in the doctrines we are taught through His Word. Our home is in heaven. We are just passing through.

The assurance of Eternity through Christ Jesus means no more death, nor pain nor suffering. 
Christians inherit the destiny of Eternity – Joy in the Lord, His People and all the desires, needs will be satisfied and commune with God with love of Christ and Living a full life.
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Conclusion
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If we know our destiny, that is Eternity, we will live radically in this life and have the Hope in us that is our confidence in Eternity as it changes our attitude towards Death and suffering which is no more in Eternity.
Question: Where is your furniture? Is it here or in Eternity?
Our furniture should be in Heaven and the New Earth where there is no more sin, death, pain or suffering.

Sermon summary by Michelle Chuah.
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