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The Church & the Nation – Justice Begins with Me
Pastor Jim Yost
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:30-37)

Introduction
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Pastor Jim says that movement among people is inevitable and is also viral and contagious. Once it starts and continues for 4 generations; it becomes unstoppable. Leaders must lead movement and be the ones who have mercy on their neighbours. God’s commandment to Love your neighbour as yourself applies in our daily lives.
The purpose of the Bible stories is for us to live our daily lives according to those stories in our real-life situations.
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BIG IDEA: Justice begins with Me
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
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into the darkness, to pull

another hand into the light.”
~Norman B. Rice



There are four persons involved in the story in the book of Luke10:30-37
1. The man who was attacked by the robbers
2. A priest who passed by

3. A Levite who also passed by
4. The Samaritan who stopped to help
1 The Man who was robbed
The helpless victim may have known the danger of travelling alone on that road which lead to his being robbed and beaten up; may or may not have known of an alternative way. 
We too do not know better if there is an alternative way for him or if there is no option in cases of calamities which has taken place.
· So, let us not harden our hearts to these neighbours who need help,
· We need to be the first responders to run to the pain and help people who deserve a second chance.
2 The Priest
The sincerely spiritual person puts his own self interest first to guard his own status as he fears that he will be unable to carry out his duty as he may have touched a corpse if the man was badly injured and could be dead.
Jesus sits and mingled with sinners; He stands in the gap between the living and the dead so  
let us be Christlike and not be religious.
· worship Jesus throughout our daily living by reaching out and touching lives.
· Ministry & Discipleship is a lifestyle: freely you receive, freely you give
3 The Social Activist (Levite)
Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves (Luke 10:3)
The Levite or people with social status wants to guard their own personal reputation and safety than helping people in need, for example, the HIV infected, the prostitutes, etc. They do not want to be associated with them.

Let us be willing to suffer, giving up rights for safety, to help people in need. Do not look back at past failures and successes. Be willing to lose it all for Jesus Christ. Be the Good Samaritan like Jesus and accept sinners as they are. Movements are happening in dangerous places. Are you willing to die for Jesus?
Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 

Kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)
4 The Samaritan
The people who are impure, of mixed blood. The Jews, the people of God had been fighting with the Samaritans. The Jews had called Jesus a Samaritan. But Jesus did the Will of the Father. Young people are looking for a place or a people who can accept them as they are; as they are struggling to overcome their own struggles to find meaning in life. They want to give back and change the world.
We need to reach out to the young, whom God can use to lead the young to God. They are the new generation who can make a difference in the Mission of God. The Samaritan has strong credibility in the world as he cares. He is willing to be just and cares for the community. Justice begins with me.

At the time we meet Jesus at the end of time, we will be judged based on how we resemble Jesus in the world we were living in.
Our Mission: To love Our Neighbour as Ourselves; be the first to respond to the need.
Conclusion:

1. We touch people in need even though they are suffering the consequences of wrong decisions, they did not know better.

2. We minister to people in need, irrespective of ethnic or religious background.

3. True love has to be seen in action. Be a Samaritan.
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Sermon summary by : Michelle Chuah
