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Advent: An Invitation to Hope

Pastor Gilbert Tan

“When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”, and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”  Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him." (Luke 2:22-40)
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In Advent series this year, there is an invitation for hope, love, joy and peace. It is a call for us to find a posture to receive Christ in the midst of our everyday, sometimes chaotic season, in order that these four aspects may be seen in us and our lives, by the community around us.

There are two main characters in this portion of Scripture: Simeon & Anna. Both, who has a posture of waiting on God, even as they were aging.

Waiting can be a challenging and difficult thing to do. In today’s Information age, technology and services are conveniently at our fingertips. We can now buy things online or via mobile apps. We often want things our way, and fast. This reality has made us impatient.

What does the Scripture say about ‘waiting’?

In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait expectantly. (Psalms 5:3)

Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; (Psalms 37:7a)

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

There is a lot of waiting when it involves God. Waiting does not mean we sit idly, doing nothing until something happens. Waiting is an active word.
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BIG IDEA: Hope, in the Posture of Waiting
What postures did Simeon and Anna have?

1 Devotion to God
1.1 They had a personal relationship with God

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. (Luke 2:25a)

She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. (Luke 2:37b)
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During this time, Israel was in a turmoil, and though it seemed like God was silent for 400 years (between the end of Malachi to the beginning of the New Testament), He was still speaking to individuals, like Simeon and Anna.

Similarly, if we are in a major crisis and in the darkness, we should take heart that God still wants to speak to us as well. In order to do so, we need to invest in a personal relationship with God. That relationship should be cultivated over time. One way is to have a daily routine such as reading the Bible or praying to God.

I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. (Psalms 130:5)

I God desires our entire being, every part, and not just some parts, and he waits for us to have an encounter with Him.
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. (Psalms 51:6)

Even before a baby is born, God has desired a personal encounter with the child. 

Similarly, He desires a personal relationship with us. 

The bible is important. Read the bible as often as you can. Cultivate the habit of reading and worship to God and it will become a habit that will last a lifetime. There is no shortcut in having a personal relationship with God. 
1.2 They were led by the Holy Spirit

Simeon and Anna were led by the Holy Spirit because they recognized the voice of the Holy Spirit and they obeyed Him when He spoke to them.

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, (Luke 2:26,27)

’Moved by’ indicates that Simeon was led or compelled by the Holy Spirit to the temple courts to meet Jesus.
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We all have the ability to know the voice of God. He speaks to us all the time. We can listen and choose whether or not to obey Him. Nothing is coincidental, they are God-ordained moments. We can miss out on opportunities if we do not listen to the Holy Spirit at all times.

2 Trust and confidence in God

2.1 They were not shaken by personal challenges

She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. (Luke 2:36b,37a)

In becoming a widow, and with no mention that she had any children, Anna knew that life would be difficult after her husband has died. Yet, she put her trust in the Lord and dedicated her life to God, and He was watching over her.

2.2 They were not shaken by national crisis

At that time, Israel was in chaos. The empires that ruled Israel were Persia, Greece and the Romans.  Israel would have had difficulty when the national language was changed to Greek. It was also a challenging time for the Jews as they were groups who fought for power - the Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes. 

In our country, we are not in a major crisis, but we should continue to trust God to move and take our nation to a better place where we can be a witness for Him. If we say that we love our country, we should continue to pray for her and entrust her into God’s hands. Let’s not be shaken with what we hear or say about what’s happening to Malaysia.

3 Gratitude to God

3.1 Jesus Christ, our glorious hope
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32)

When we see or encounter Jesus, we find that Christ is our glorious hope. All we can do is to be thankful for who He is to us. 

Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:38)
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Anna rejoiced, gave thanks and shared about the baby. 

Question to ponder: Why is it then, that we know Christ personally and that He is our hope but at the same time, we feel we do not really have hope in Christ? When we encounter ups and downs, we may find it very hard to hold on to God and have hope in Jesus. 

Conclusion

We may have baggage and issues in life. Instead of putting our focus on the cares of the world, we should go to God about it.

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:7)
The issues that we have will still exist, sometimes unsolved, but when we pass them all to God, they are now upon His shoulders. This is the time when we begin to wait on God and listen to what He has to say to us. We would then be able to discern the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

When our focus was on the issues and challenges, we become very worrisome, burdensome, and tiring. This would make us emotionally and spiritually unhealthy and we would be running on empty.

Shift your gaze from what you see and surrender the circumstance in life. Look to Christ and put our trust and hope in Him. When we hope in the posture of waiting, hope, will come alive!
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Sermon summary contributed Wendy ML.
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